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Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and the society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music helps children to better understand the world we live in. At Heygarth we provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.

The aims of music in our school are to enable children to:
· know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures.

· know how music is made through a variety of instruments.

· know how music is composed and written down.

· know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written.

· develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating music.

At Heygarth we aim to make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Singing is an important part of our music teaching and we try to develop the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. This may be as part of a class lesson, as a whole school, as a feature of a school production or celebration assembly, as a choir or with outside agencies who sometimes visit school. We sometimes also join with other local schools for joint performances and festivals.
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum and we create our own schemes of work, based on the national curriculum and model music curriculum. In class lessons, music is usually taught using a variety of different resources including Charanga, BBC ten pieces, musician of the month and Rocksteady online sessions. Ukulele lessons are delivered to all children across Years 3,4 and 5 for one term each.
Peripatetic music teachers

Some children can elect to learn an instrument through visiting peripatetic music teachers, which are delivered by Musical Minds and Rocksteady Music. They offer violin, keyboard, piano, drums, flute, cornet, guitar, bass and singing lessons. These lessons take place during school time.
Foundation Stage 1 and 2

The emphasis for Early Years children is on singing, listening, playing of instruments, and moving to music. The children are encouraged to make choices about which instruments are appropriate to use and how to differentiate between playing in different ways e.g. loudly, quietly. They use movement to songs to help their understanding of rhythm and pulse. There are often strong links to other areas of the curriculum e.g. counting songs. Music is generally taught in 10/15-minute sessions, often daily.

Years 1 and 2

Key stage 1 teachers follow the whole school scheme of work as a foundation for their music teaching. This is a prescribed mix of Charanga and BBC ten pieces.
Music is taught as a lesson for about 30/45 minutes but singing can be included at any time during the day as a relaxation or enjoyable activity. Music is enjoyed in other areas of the curriculum also and is used occasionally as background music in classrooms.
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Key stage 2 teachers also use the whole school scheme of work to deliver their music lessons although children in years 3, 4 and 5 do not follow this scheme as they all learn to play the Ukulele for a term each, throughout the year. All the lessons are directly linked to the National Curriculum for music and the Model Music Curriculum. Music is taught for approximately 30 to 45 minutes each week but an extra 10 minutes of singing as a school takes place most weeks. 

Assessment

We assess children’s work in music by making informal assessments through observation during lessons. In Foundation Stage the children are assessed against the assessment scales in the Creative Development section of the EYFS profile. In KS1 and KS2, at the end of a unit of work, we assess each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum levels of attainment based on the learning objectives taught through each unit. These assessments are given to the Music leader who uses these to analyse results and make any provision for future learning. These assessments will also allow members of staff to air any issues regarding the teaching of music and used to inform end of year reports. All the school uses Balance to assess and monitor the children’s attainment and progression on a termly basis. Each year group also creates a whole class learning journal to record learning outcomes.
Musical events and clubs
Choir is offered to children in years 3,4,5 and 6. Its primary aim is to allow children to enjoy singing together and to participate in local musical events. Children are offered the opportunity to learn a tuned instrument in curriculum time and lunch time. Key stage 1 and Key stage 2 perform in the local community at Christmas time. Key stage 2 children perform at the Christingle service at Christmas at St. Mary’s church and at Easter. Year 6 children perform a musical to their parents at the end of the school year. Years 3, 4 and 5 take part in a Ukulele performance at the end of their term of practice.
Children with special needs or who are gifted and talented
All children have access to music whatever their ability. We provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of any children with learning difficulties and also those who are gifted and talented, ensuring that we take into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (I.E.P.s).

Health and Safety
Children who have responsibility for putting on recorded music, C.D.s etc and also those using IWBs are not allowed to put plugs in sockets.

All electrical equipment is PAT tested. Musical instruments are audited regularly to check for broken instruments. Children who move instruments around the school are asked to handle them sensibly and to return them to a safe place. Teachers will supervise the handling of heavy apparatus.

Children who have wind instruments should not lend them to other children.

The piano and other large instruments should only be moved by adults.
Resources 
A wide variety of resources are used to teach music and integrate music into other subject areas. These resources include

· CDs; 
· Ipads
· computers; 
· smartboards and speakers
· a range of percussion instruments; 
· tuned instruments
· keyboards; 

· posters;
· visiting musicians; 

· our own knowledge within the school
· Charanga resources
· Musician of the Month

· Singing Assemblies

