
Book Banding 
 

What is Book Banding? 

Book Banding is a national scheme that grades children’s reading books 

according to the difficulty of the text.  Each level of books is given a colour. 

 

Why Book Band? 

When a child is learning to read, it is important that they have access to lots of 

different kinds of books and a wide vocabulary.  Most reading schemes have 

their own core vocabulary and many teachers have found that children struggle 

when they are asked to read something different.  Book Banding is designed to 

help schools grade their reading books across different reading schemes.   

 

At Heygarth, we have books from different reading schemes within each book 

band so our children have access to the variety they need whilst still being 

supported at the right reading level.   

 

How are the books levelled? 

All publishers grade their scheme to their specifications but the Book Band 

scheme is far broader in its levelling.  It is based on careful research into the 

kinds of words used in each book, the length of the sentences, punctuation, 

story style or non-fiction format and text size.  It also supports a progression 

of reading strategies.   

 

What can I expect? 

You child will be assessed for the correct Book Band colour and will bring home 

books from various schemes within that colour.  It may be, because of the 

broader nature of Book Band levelling, there are books from different levels of 

the same reading scheme in one colour band.  As long as the book is in your 

child’s Book Band colour, the level is right for them.  

 

When will my child move onto the next colour band? 

For a child to be an effective reader, they need to not only read the words on 

the page, but also understand what they have read.  For this to happen, they 

need to read with 98% accuracy (that is only 2 errors in every 100 words) and 

be able to answer questions about what they have read to demonstrate their 

understanding.  The school will carefully monitor your child’s reading and move 

them onto the next colour band when they are ready. 

 

If you require any further information on Book Banding, please speak to your 

child’s class teacher. 



 Guide to 

National 

Curriculum Level 

 

Book Band  

Colour 

Guide to 

average 

Year group 

Stepping Stones 1. Pink FS 

Stepping Stones 2. Red FS / Y1 

1c  ELG 3. Yellow FS / Y1 

1c 4. Blue Y1 

1b 5. Green Y1 

1a 6. Orange Y1 / Y2 

1a 7. Turquoise Y2 

2c 8. Purple Y2 

2b 9. Gold Y2 

2a 10. White (Silver) Y2 / Y3 

3c 11. Lime Y3 

3b 12. Emerald Y3 

3b 13. Ruby  Y4 

3a 14. Sapphire Y4 / Y5 

3a 15. Sapphire Y5 

4c 16. Sapphire Y5 

 

Please Note: Once a child has achieved Level 3b in their reading, their class 

teacher may move them onto ‘Free Reading’, however this will depend upon the 

confidence level of the child.  


